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HOW TO READ A PCI DSS REQUIREMENT
WITHOUT MEMORIZING IT
Memorized requirement numbers fade. A disciplined reading method survives
version changes, unfamiliar systems, and difficult evidence.

PRACTITIONER POSITION

Read from primary material and separate the requirement, defined terms, applicability, testing procedures,
guidance, frequency, documented approach, roles, evidence, and reporting context. Then translate the text
into questions about a specific subject and operating period. Students should cite accurately and avoid
presenting practitioner shorthand as standards language. Competence is demonstrated by traceable
reasoning, not confident paraphrase.

THE FIELD PATTERN

WHAT THIS LOOKS LIKE IN PRACTICE
A study group copies a requirement summary from a commercial blog and designs a control from the
summary alone. The original material reveals defined terms, multiple testing procedures, applicability notes,
and timing conditions that materially change the team's questions.

SIGNALS DETECTED

WHAT SHOULD MAKE YOU STOP
- A secondary summary is treated as authoritative text.

- Testing procedures and guidance are collapsed into the requirement.

- Frequency and applicability conditions disappear.

- A requirement number is cited without version or source.

WHY IT MATTERS

THE COST OF LEAVING IT UNEXPLAINED
Begin with the current official document and record version, section, and access date.

Parse actor, action, subject, condition, frequency, evidence, and testing procedure.

Write the implementation question separately from the assessment question.

Label practitioner interpretation and unresolved judgment explicitly.
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QUESTIONS

QUESTIONS THAT EXPOSE THE WACK
01 What is normative text and what is guidance?

02 Which defined term changes the reading?

03 What must be implemented versus tested?

04 What fact would make the requirement inapplicable or reopen it?

THE CLUSTER OF WACK

FIND / MAP / EXPLAIN / REDUCE / PROVE

ESCAPE THE WACK
01 / FIND
Locate current primary material and relevant defined terms.

02 / MAP
Separate requirement, applicability, guidance, testing, evidence, role, and frequency.

03 / EXPLAIN
Paraphrase in plain language while preserving an exact citation.

04 / REDUCE
Remove folklore, stale summaries, and unsupported universal rules.

05 / PROVE
Show how each learning claim resolves to current source text and environment facts.

THE FIELD LAW

THE LINE WORTH REMEMBERING

DO NOT MEMORIZE THE SHORTHAND. LEARN HOW TO RECONSTRUCT THE
QUESTION FROM AUTHORITY AND FACTS.
Use one fictional requirement to build a source-to-question reading card.
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TECHNICAL GROUNDING

START WITH THE SOURCE MATERIAL
These references ground the practitioner interpretation. They do not turn the metaphor or method into official PCI DSS terminology.

- WACK-SOURCE-0103 / PCI SSC Resources Overview / PCI Security Standards Council / Open source

- WACK-SOURCE-0106 / Payment Card Industry Data Security Standard / PCI Security Standards Council / Open source

AUTHORITY CLASSIFICATION / PCI_SSC_SOURCE / PRACTITIONER_POSITION / PRACTITIONER_METHOD / AI_ASSISTED
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bf0bfe69bcb3e05618b22796876889c4f0bed9d5a09aaa29b7617b6ae9cd6e38. Educational content, not a compliance determination.
Independent practitioner resource; not affiliated with or endorsed by PCI SSC. Authorship and authority classification do not determine legal
intellectual-property ownership.

https://www.pcisecuritystandards.org/resources-overview/
https://www.pcisecuritystandards.org/standards/pci-dss/

